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at Fashoda, French imperialism had to give way
to British.

French Imperialism in Africa has. differed some-
what from that of the other European Slates (except
Italy) by having used almost exclusively as its
instrument of expansion this weapon of military
expeditions and conquest. It would ho impossible
for anyone to say of the French African empire,
what has been falsely said of the British, ilut if
was won in a fit of absence of mind. On the con-
trary it was, to quote the words of a French
historian, ** the result of a political phn carefully
studied, applied methodically in the face of great
difficulties, and finally realised with complete
success." This method of expansion according
to a political plan and by means of military con-
quest was, however, not confined to France.
In Egypt m the north and Cape Colony in the
south Britain used precisely the same political and
military methods for increasing her imperial
dominions. At Fashoda the world saw a strong
British force under Kitchener face to face with a
weak French force under Marchand, and the danger
of the crisis lay in the fact that each had received
the orders of his Government to establish effective
occupation of the Nile Valley. Again the expansion